INTRODUCTION
After the Western honeybee Apis mellifera was introduced into many countries of Asia these colonies and their descendants soon became infested by mites originally associated with the Asian honeybees and proved to be disastrous for the imported bees. One species, Varroa Combs or pieces of it were carefully rinsed 3 times with detergent water (2 ml detergent/I 1). The mites were then sieved out by a cotton cloth.
Inspection of capped brood cells :
The brood cells were carefully uncapped and the walls, larvae and pupae were examined carefully under a preparation microscope (10 x). The light had to be focused directly into the cell, for the mites to be seen.
Collection of foraging bees at a feeding dish :
Honeybees were trained to a feeding dish where they were carefully examined for mites. Infested bees were collected and examined under a microscope. This method was used in cases where the colonies were inaccessible to us.
RESULTS
A. Varroa jacobsoni OuDeotANS (1904) (Fig. 1) Samples of adult bees were collected from 6 A. cerana colonies in Anuradhapura district; five of them were infested with V. jacobsoni ( 
